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Pl#nting #nd Growing #n Apple Tree

First of )ll m)ke sure you select ) v)riety th)t grows where you live. There )re 
so m)ny different )pples now)d)ys but, you need to know you c)n grow it in 
your region. Best to )sk the nursery for the most likely prolific v)riety for you.

Next you need to provide the tree with the right conditions to grow, think pl)ce, 
sp)ce )nd )v)il)bility of sunshine. Apple trees c)n grow in extreme cold )nd 
cert)in v)rieties )re more suit)ble for w)rm )re)s. Full sun is the best, 
however they will )lso cope in p)rt sun, p)rt sh)de. Protect your tree from 
winds )nd m)ke sure it h)s enough sp)ce to grow in, check the l)bel for your 
trees potenti)l growth.

Apple trees tend to )d)pt to the soil they )re pl)nted in, rich well dr)ined lo)m 
will )lw)ys be prefer)ble. They will )lso grow in other soil types but you must 
)void w)terlogged soil or soil th)t is too dry. 

Once the tree is pl)nted you need to t)ke c)re of it until it is est)blished. Apple 
trees need very little feeding when est)blished, except for the provision of ) 
suit)ble control rele)se fertiliser every spring.

Like )ny fruit tree, )pples need little w)ter during the )utumn )nd winter 
months. As the fruit grows during spring )nd summer, w)ter them between 
r)iny periods. Add some mulch )nd w)ter well during our hot summers. 

Pruning Your Apple Tree

Pruning cre)tes ) he)lthier tree, it )lso stimul)tes growth, )nd produces more 
)nd high qu)lity fruit over time. Don't neglect your tree )nd let it grow in )ll 
directions. 

Apples trees produce fruit from short side br)nches c)lled spurs. Spurs will 
grow on 2-ye)r-old wood on most trees, )lthough l)te in summer. The long 
growths on the end of br)nches )re c)lled the l)ter)ls; they do not fruit for )t 
le)st two ye)rs. 

Prune the l)ter)ls only by )bout 50%, this will )llow the pl)nt to grow )nd 
continue to fruit well. If the tree is getting too l)rge, prune the l)ter)ls b)ck so 
th)t only one to two buds )re left. 

W)ter shoots )re ) gre)t problem. These shoots st)rt tow)rds the centre of 
the tree )nd grow ) few metres e)ch se)son. Cut w)ter shoots b)ck to the 



b)se during winter, however, you m)y find new shoots m)y grow in the s)me 
pl)ce the following spring. Remove them immedi)tely. 


